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THE CLASSIFICATION, MEXICAN-AMERICAN, IS EXTREMELY BROAD
AND INCLUDES ALL FEOFLES OF HISFANIC DESCENT. WHILE SOME
MEXICAN-AMERICANS HAVE BEEN RESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES
SINCE BEFORE THE NATION WAS FORMED, OTHERS HAVE MIGRATED OR
ILLEGALLY CROSSED THE BORDER ONLY RECENTLY. MANY OF THESE
FEOFLE RESIDE WITHIN METROFOLITAN AREAS AND REMAIN CULTURALLY
AFART FROM ANGLO-AMERICA. FREQUENTLY, EDUCATORS CHARGED WITH
THE RESFONSIBILITY OF TEACHING THESE MEXICAN-AMERICAN
CHILDREN HAVE FAILED TO UNDERSTAND THE BASIC CULTURAL
HERITAGE OF THIS MINORITY GROUF. THE FRIMARY FURFOSE CF THIS
GUIDE IS TO ASSIST THOSE EDUCATORS IN GAINING SOME INSIGHT
INTO THIS FROBLEM. THE GUIDE IS DIVIDED INTO FIVE UNITS AS
FOLLOWS--(1) A HISTCRY OF MEXICO AND THE MEXICAN AMERICANS
FROM THE FRE~COLUMBIAN ERA TO THE FRESENT, (2) FAMOUS
MEXICANS IN EARLY CALIFORNIA HISTORY, (3) MEXICAN IMMIGRATION
70 .-THE UNITED STATES, (4) THE CHARACTERISTICS COF THE MEXICAN
AMERICAN COMMUNITY INCLUDING THE FAMILY, HOUSING, EDUCATION,
EMFLOYMENT, AND MEXICAN-AMERICAN LEADERSHIF AND ORGANIZATIONS
IN CALIFORNIA, AND (5) A BIBLIOGRAFHY OF ADDITIONAL RESOURCE
"INFORMATION. (ES)
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PREFACE

This guide, Understanding the Mexican-American in Today's Culture, was
developed at the request of the teachers and principals involved in
compensatory education programs. In the spring a comnittee of represen=-
tatives from ESEA schools developed a tentative outline of contents for
this manual, The outline was approved by the elementary principals and
was submitted to the writer and curriculum committee,

The primary purpose of the guide is to help the educator better understard
the Mexican-American in today's culture. Special emphasis is given to the
problems of immigration, education, and employment.,

This publication is to be used by elementary and secondary teachers and
principals as background information snd not as a teaching guide, However,
it has been necessary to limit sections of this guide because of lack of
current publications and research in the field,

Because of the growing urgency for better understanding of all ethnic

groups and a need for positive action in their behalf, resource materials
will be available through governmental agencies and educational institutions,
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Assigtant Superindent
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INTRODUCTION

The classilication, Mexican-American, is extremely brcad, including peoples
who are almost as varied as the American population itself. Within the
group are included all peoples of Hispanic descent, regardless of

whether they originated in Spain, Mexico or South America, Some hive been
residents of the United States since before the nrztion was formed; others
heve immigrated within the last few years or perhaps slipped across the
border illegally within the last century., Many ethnic wvariations are
included within the Mexican-Americen commnity--from the pure~blocded
Castilians to the pure-blooded deszendants of the indigenous Indian popula-
tion. The largest percentage, however, is represented by a combination of
these two elements--the Mestizo,* There is not only diversity ethnicallye~
but also soeially, economically and culturally. Some of the descendants

of Spanish "first families" of the Southwest are in every respect "first
families" of the nation., At the other extreme are the impoverished,
illiterate migrant workers-~illegal or legal=-who form the manual backbone
of the agricultural production of the Scuthwest,

Between these extremes exist the numerous first-, second- and third-generation
Mexican-Americans who reside within the metropolitan areas but who remain
culturally apart from Anglo-America, It is to the children of these families
that this project is dedicated, Children who literally grow up in two
different worlds: the Spanish-speaking, Hispanic culture of their homes and
the English-speaking, Anglo culture of the schools, Tt is hoped that v
through the summary of the historical background. patterns of immigration

and residency, and specific characteristics of the Mexican sub-culture,

more understanding will be fostered among the school, the child and the
commuziiity,

"The meeting of Spamish-speaking and English-speaking peopie in the
Southwest has brought two historical cultures into contact and, insofar as
they are different, into conflict., To assess properly the meaning of this
conflict,we may start with three or four generalizations, First, the
underlying culture of a people is the product of a long past, Second, the
culture of a people changes at varying rates as a result of forces within
the group and of contacts with other cultures, Third, cultures which
develop in isolation from each other ard in different environments tend to
diverge in important respects--in language, for example-=—and cultures in
contact tend to develop common elements, Finally, when two peoples are
brought together geographically, cultural differences tend to keep them
apart and cultural likenesses to bring them together,

"It is difficult to give an adequate description of the culture of a group,
first, because the term is so broad, How people live, what houses they
build, what foods they eat, what recreations they enjoy, what institutions
they develop, what knowledge they have,...what religion they profess, what
they value~-~in brief, the life characteristics of a people are their
culture,

=3

¥ Mestizo: A person of mixed blood—-a person of Spanish and Indian blood.,
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n1p second difficulty in describing the culture of a group arises from the
fact that cultures change, A condition which may well have been typical
at an earlier time may no longer be so., This is particularly true of a
people whose culture was developed within a rural-village environment and
who are suddenly transplanted into a modern urban culture,

uA third reason why the description of the culture of a people is difficult
is that there are extreme differences among persons who are within the

same group, Within many large groups there are sub-groups markedly different
from each other, and the differences among individual members of the group
are even more extreme, It should be emphasized that a kind of central
tendency--or, in statistical terms, the mode of a population=——is just that:
the average of a series of conditions which vary along a continuous scale,

or a condition.wnich is characteristic of a fraction of the group suffi-
ciently large to have Significance....“l

Throughout the past and down to the present day, there ha:z been antagonism,
animosity, and covert hostility between the Mexican-Americans and the
Anglo-Americans within the United States, Much of this hostility has
arisen because of the different value orientations of these two groups.
Julian Samora finds the socio-cultural traditions of the Mexican~American
to be "a distain for change; clinging to tradition; fatalism and defeatism;
emphasis on being, not doing; geographic isolation; strong familism and
kinship ties with the community; lack of formal education; patron system
of personal relations in government and the economy; passive role in the
society; strong religiosity; rural backgrounds." In contrast, the Angio-
American idealizes "hard work; individual effort; humanitarianism; freedom;
efficiency and practicality; formzl education; science and secular ration-
ality; soeial mobility; ...geographic mobility, "2

According to Martin Ortiz, "American culture is based on the future, We
insure for the future, educate ourselves for the future, take a job 'with
a future'!', save for the future, plan our lives in the future, get health
examinations for future health, and so on.... Thé cultural background of
persons of Mexicsn descent is not always based on the future, but on the

present....

"American culture is based on organizations., We organize into groups, we
organize our time, we organize our lives, We surrender our individuality
to the interest of the group. We tend to give up our immediate desires in
favor of a previous plan.... We want to be guvverned by law, not by persons.
We try to be objective.

"The culture of Mexico is generally based on individuals. They sacrifice
the group to the person.... Human and personal relationships are very
important. Rules should be changed to fit each individual case.
Impersonality and objectivity have no charms. Perscnal favors are
expected., Planning, budgeting, team-work on the basis of a plan does not
always play an important role "3

T. See page 5 for footnotes in this "Introduction.”




nThese are a few of the basic differences in the traditional values of the
Spanish-speaking and the English-speaking citizens of the United States,
These diverse elements make full cooperation within the coxmunity more
difficult, and they increase the problems of those who are trying to find a
secure place in the larger community, If the diversity is to be decreased,
obviously one set of values must move toward the other or else both must
find some common ground, It is probable that the movement will be chiefly
toward the Anglo-Americas values, becauss of the numerical dominance of )
this group and because of its better adaptation to the urbanized industrial

society.l*

Marden and Meyer observe that "some minorities desire assimilation involy=
ing the loss of ethnic identity,...The European immigrant peoples have
substantially rearhed this position. In the case of the people of Mexican
descent, several factors suggest the possibility of their adjustment to
American society on z basis of distinctive ethnic identity, with coordinate
rather than minority status: (1) the mexicanos (sic) are not yet so far
along the assimilative process as to preclude this outcome, (2) There is
the example of coordinate ethnic pluralism in New Mexico. (3) There is 3
current tendency for the various Spanish-~Mexican sub—-groups to cooperate
in recognition of their common identification in la raza (see below).,

(4) These people are located close %o (and in the case of the hispano

still in) the homeland of their ancestors...." Observing that students and
writers frequently distinguish between the hispano, the Spanish-American,

consistently... much in the same boat as to socio-economic cir-
cumstances, These common antecedents have given a fundamental
sameness to their culture and, as a consequence, to their

y behavior., Therefore, while the hispano of Santa Fe is a mexi-
| cano (sic) with a tradition somewhat different from that of the
mexicano (sic) of Laredo or of Fort Collins or of Fresno or of
Tucson, amd each had backgrounds that are different from that
of each of the others, they are all Mexicanos (sic)=-they all
belong to la raza, that vague but very real commanity that has
nothing to do with nationality or patriotism or race,

: the Mexican-American, Sanchez writes:

i In the last analysis, these are all Indo-Hispanic peoples,

Spanish-Méxican peoples, with all that that implies in terms of

} their bio-gocial make-up, Furthermore, these peoples, in New
Spain and then in Mexico and in the United States have been

The recent past has been eloquently illustrative of this little-
appreciated fact, One cannot view developmerts throughout the
Southwest (and in the-Mexican-American communities in such
places as Chicago) without marveling at the similarity and, in
the last analysis, the cohesiveness of these peoples., Probably
} the most dynamic and popular leaders of the Mexican-Americans
in California are & New Mexican and a Coloradoan. In New Mexico,
.‘ a Texas-Mexican has done wonders in rallying the hispanos for
1 much-needed reforms in government, In Texas, a New Mexican has

been in the middle of the state Latin~-American leadership. The
American G.I, Forum of the United States, composed almost
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entirely of veterans of Mexican descent, & powerful force for
good in about twenty states, is the creation of a tremendously
energetic and a selfless Texas-Hexican medical doctor., These
men and their work attest to the commonalty of the people of
Mexican descent in the United States,

One of the most persistent problems arises out of the peculiar

status of these Spanish-Mexican peoples in the United States.
' They are really not immigrants in the same sense that the

Italians, Irish, and others like them in the United States are
immigrants. In the Southwest, certainly, the Spanish-Mexican
is in his traditional home. His Indian antecedents, of course,
give him a status very different from that of the Eurcpean
immigrant. Bolstering this ic the fact that his Spanish ances-
tors were here since the sixteenth century and that this vast
region, the Southwest, was a part of New Spain until a little
over a hundred years ago. The Mexico-United States boundary
meant little until some thirty-five years ago, and the freedom
of the movement across that boundary has become virtually a
traditional and much-exercised right--one, unfortunately,
exploited by the employers of cheap labor,

This peculiar status of these Spanish-speaking peoples has made
them unusually resistant to the superficial features of
Americanization., Under no compulsion to repudiate the "old
country” and to become 156 percent American, they have clung
tenaciously to their language and to other manifestations of
their sense of identity....

"Whether the mexicano {si¢) will retain cultural identity or become merged
into the Angio population depends largely, according to Simmons, on how
the Anglos continue to react to the mexicanos (sic). ‘'Mexicans want to be
accepted as full members of the larger society, but do noet want to achieve
this at the cost of giving up completely their cultural heritage.' If
full acceptance of Mexicans by Anglo~-Americans is contingent on the com-
plete disappearance of cultural differences, it will not be accorded in
the foreseeable future,"?
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UNIT I: HISTORY OF MEXICO AND THE MEXICAN-AMERICANS

The Pre~-Columbian Era - 20,000 B.C. to 1492 A.D.

"Archaeological evidence supports the theory that humans lived on
the Central Plateau near the present city of Mexico no later than
20,000 B.C., The gap between these paleolithic hunters and the
cultures from which there are archaeological artifacts, between
1,000 and 500 B.C., is called the 'Basic’ period.

"Consistent material in sufficient abundance to permit intelligent
guesses about how ancient Mexicans lived and died dates roughly
from arcund 500 B.C., the beginning of the second or ‘Formative'
state, Findings from rubbish heaps on small habitation sites indi-
cate that generation after generation lived as primitive agricul-
turalists primarily on maize, or com., They appear to have had
extremely simple governmental systems headed by priests who carried
out uncomplicated ritual ceremonies ,tt

Beginning around 300 A.D., there was a sudden flowering of cultural
growth, "The most notable, and perhaps the oldest of the early
cultures, was that of the ancient Maya which occupied a hot, humid
belt of land extending from northwestern Honduras across Guatemala
into the southern part of Yucatan.,"? These people had already
attained a high level of civilization, a thousand years or more
before the Spanish conquest, The Mayans had developed a "remarka-
bly accurate calendar and an astonishing skill in mathematical and
astromical calculation. They had leamed to use the mathematical
quantity of zero and a system of numeration by position some cen-
turies before these concepts had come into use in the old world.”

The Mayans of Yucatan, the Olmecs and Toltecs, who were located
farther to the north in Mexico, and other societies cf this golden
era were able to accomplish amazingly high intellectual and aesthe-
tic achievements. They developed complex religious and social
organizations, and constructed monumental buildings for these
institutions without the use of metal tools or the wheal, In spite
of the fact that use of the wheel was unknown throughout the
western hemisphere, these early cultures developed the manufacture
of pottery to an advanced degree. Through the recovery of jsitery,
objects of art, and uniform techniques and styles, it is evident
that there was extensive interchange of ideas and goods among the
various Indian civilizations which were separated by considerable

distances.t

"Whether from some yet-undiscovered cataclysmic event or natural
decline, the classic civilizations moved into a period comparable
to the Dark Ages of Europe. There is evidence that, by the year
1,000 A.D., these peaceful, stable and prosperous societies had
become eroded by wars, migrations and the incursions of wild tribes,
in a manner not unlike that of Europe during the ages following

the fall of the Roman Rwupire. During the several hundred years
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before the coming of the Spaniards, the dominant ruling coalition
among a group of loose confederations was that of the Aztecs,
centered in the great city of Tenochtitlan near the present-day
city of Mexico,"

-
oot

The Aztecs were conquering peuple who subjugated neighboring tribes

and from them demanded tribute which included human and animal 4
i sacrifices for their worship of a hierarchy of warrior gods. They 1
5 ruled from the great city of Tenochtitlan which they had constructed

E on an island in the center of Lake Texcoco, in 1344 or 1355. The .

great Venice-like city was connected to the surrounding countryside
by a series of causeways--equipped with drawbridges as a precau-
tionary method; it contained palaces, market places and temple.6

The success of the Aztec political and military organization is in .
sharp contrast to the levels of development achieved by other

tribes of the surrounding region. In fact, extreme heterogeneity i
: was probably the most significant feature of the whole Mexican

: area at the end of the fifteenth century and is still significant

today., The degrees of civilization represented by the various

cultures ranged from extremely primitive groups, who had progressed

scracely at all from the Basic or Formative Periods, to these

highly sophisticated city-state confederaticns., Between two and

four hundred different languages and dialects were spoken by the =
30 million people who lived in what is now the territorial area of 3

Mexico., When the Spaniards, led by Hermarn Cortez, entered Mexico

in 1519, the post-Classical period came to a close and 350 years

of colonialism had its beginning.’

it st i Sk a2

B. Period of Discovery, Conquest and Exploration - 1/,92-1602

Discovery The discovery of the Western Hemisphere by Columbus generated much -
of excitemen: and activity in Furope. Exploration and discovery g
New World became the way of life for adventurous men in many lands. 7

Inevitably, conflicts over ownership of land arose. The Papal
decree of May 3, 1493, by Pope Alexander VI, was an attempt to *
settle the dispute between Spain and Portugal over ownership of the -
"new lands.” This decree was altered in 1494 by the Treaty of ’
Tordesillas which "provided that the !line of demarcation' should
run from pole to pole 370 leagues west of the Cape Verdes. Not
until six years later was it discovered that a part of South
Ameri ca lay east of this new line--a fact that gave Pertugal her
claim to Brazil,"

L\

Conversion A condition in the 149% Papal decree which awarded to Spain the

of the lion's share of the land, stipulated that there be sent to the new
) Indians world "worthy, God-fearing, learned, skilled and experienced ren, .
1 in order to instruct the inhabitants in the Catholic faith."? k-

"This religious fervor was echoed by Queen Isabella of Spain who
g felt it so keenly that in her will of 1504, leaving to Ferdinand
E the regency of Castile, she chargcd 'that what was commanded by
~ the Pope as to the Indians "be not infringed in any respect".'"elo
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UNIT I: HISTORY OF MEXICO AND THE MEXICAN-AMERICANS

The Pre-Columbian Era — 20,000 B.C. to 1492 A.D.

tArchaeological evidence supports the theory that humans lived on
the Central Plateau near the present city of Mexico no later than
20,000 B.C. The gap between these paleolithic hunters and the
cultures from which there are archaeological artifacts, between
1,000 and 500 B.C., is called the 'Basic' period.

nConsistent material in sufficient abundance to permit intelligent
guesses about how ancient Mexicans lived and died dates roughly
from arcund 500 B.C., the beginning of the second or ‘Formative'
state. Findings from rubbish heaps on small habitation sites indi-
cate that generation after:generation lived as primitive agricul-
turalists primarily on maize, or com. They appear to have had
extremely simple governmental systems headed by priests who carried
out uncomplicated ritual ceremonies."

Beginning around 300 A.D., there was a sudden flowering of cultural
growth, "The most notable, and perhaps the oldest of the early
cultures, was that of the ancient Maya which occupied a hot, humid
belt of land extending from northwestem Honduras across Guatemala
into the southern part of Yucatan."? These people had already
attained a high level of civilization, a thousand years or more
before the Spanish conquest, The Mayans had developed a "remarka-
bly accurate calendar and an astonishing skill in mathematical and
astromical calculation. They had leamed to use the mathematical
quantity of zero and a system of numeration by position some cen-
turies before these concepts had come into use in the old world."

The Mayans of Yucatan, the Olme¢s and Toltecs, who were located
farther to the north in Mexico, and other societies of this golden
era were able to accomplish amazingly high intellectual and aesthe-
tic achievements. They developed complex religious and social
organizations, and constructed monumental buildings for these
institutions without the use of metal tocls or the wheel. In spite
of the fact that use of the wheel was uninown throughout the
western hemisphere, these early cultures developed the manufacture
of pottery to an advanced degree. Through the recovery of pottery,
objects of art, and uniform techniques and styles, it is evident
that there was extensive interchange of ideas and goods among the
various Indian civilizations which were separated by considerable
distances.k

"Whether from some yet-undiscovered cataclysmic event or natural
decline, the classic civilizations moved into a period comparable
to the Dark Ages of Europe. There is evidence that, by the year
1,000 A.D., these peaceful, stable and prosperous -societies had
become eroded by wars, migrations and the incursions of wild tribes,
in a manner not unlike that of Europe during the ages following

the fall of the Roman Empire. During the several hundred years




before the coming of the Spaniards, the dominant ruling coalition
among a group of loose confederations was that of the Aztecs;
centered in the §reat city of Tenochtitlan near the present-day
city of Mexico."

The Aztecs were conquering pecple who subjugated neighboring tribes
and from them demanded tribute which included human and animal
sacrifices for their worship of a hierarchy of warrior gods. They .
ruled from the great city of Tenochtitlan which they had constructed
on an island in thc cemter of Lake Texcoco, in 1344 or 1355. The
great Venice-like city was connected to the surrcunding countryside
by a series of causeways--e¢quipped with drawbridges as a precau-
tionary method; it contained palaces, market places and te'mple.6

The success of the Aztec political and military organization is in
sharp contrast to the levels of development achieved by other
tribes of the surrounding region. In fact, extreme heterogeneity
was probably the most significant feature of the whole Mexican
area at the end of the fifteenth century and is still significant
today. The degrees of civilization represented by the various
cultures ranged from extremely primitive groups, who had progressed
scracely at all from the Basic or Formative Periods, to these
highly sophisticated city-state confederaticns. Between two and
four hundred different languages and dislects were spoken by the
320 million pecple who lived in what is now the territorial area of
Mexico. When the Spaniards, led by Hernan Cortez, entered Mexico
in 1519, the post-Classical period came to a close and 350 years
of coloniaiism had its beginning.’

B, Period of Discovery, Conquest and Exploration - 1492-1602

Discovery The discovery of the Western Hemisphere by Columbus generated much

of excitement and activity in Europe. Exploration and discovery

New World became the way of life for adventurous men in many lards.
Inevitably, conflicts over ownership of land arose. The Papal
decree of May 3, 1493, by Pope Alexander VI, was an attempt to
settle the dispute between Spain and Portugal over ownership of the
“mew lands." This decree was altered in 1494 by the Treaty of
Tordesillas which "provided that the *line of demarcation' should
run from pole to pole 370 leagues west of the Cape Verdes. Not
until six years later was it discovered that a part of South
America lay east of this new line--a fact that gave Portugal her
claim to Brazil,"

Conversion A condition in the 1493 Papal decree which awarded to Spain the

of the lion's share of the land, stipulated that there be sent to the new

Indians world “worthy, God-fearing, learned, skill=d and experienced men,
in order to instruct the inhabitants in the Catholic faith."?

"This religious fervor was echoed by Queen Isabella of Spain who
felt it so keenly that in her will of 1504, leaving to Ferdinand

the regency of Castile, she charged *that what was commanded by
the Pope as to the Indians "be not infringed in any respect",!m10
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#The incredible feat of Cories and his handful of followers in
subduing a large part of the millions of native inhsbitants of

the Central Mesa, between 1519 and 1521, remains one of the
remarkable military achievements of all times., "1l The success

of this undertaking was aided in great measure by the 1sose
control which the Aztecs sxercised over their subjects, the hatred
of these conquered peoplie for their masters, and the support which
Cortes obtained from neighboring native tribes, In spite of the
valiant effort displayed by the Aztecs in attempting to protect
themselves from the superior European weapons daring the blocdy
battle on the causeways of Lake Texoco, the Spaziards became the
victors, and shortly thereafter Montezuma was killed. 1521 marked
the beginning of a 350-year period of Spanish domination, the
effects of which are evident from *Tierra del Fuego &t the southern
tip of South America, te northern California, southern Colorado,
across southwestern United States and along the Gulf coast to
Florida and including the islands of the Caribbean,™12

The immigrants who came from Europe to settle *New Spain" had
extrewely varied motives, The result was a three-way division of
attitude and action from the earliest days of Spanish domination.
nContinuous conflict existed between (1) the Spanish government

in Europe, (2) the seekers of wealth and personal glory in New Spain
who wers supported by the clergy controlling the activities of

the church in Mexico and the borderlands, and (3) the Catholic ;
priests--the regular clergy who were bound by vows of poverty -
and chastity and who fought from the earliest days for what they 1
felt to be in the best interests of the native Indians, or Gentiles,"l3

In 1536, reports reached Mexico from a handful of survivors of
a Spanish ship which had been wrecked off the coast of central 3
Texas--thereby stimulating interest in the aorthern territories, Y
These survivors were led by Cabeza de Vaca--who had lived as a

slave and medicine man among various Indian tribes for nearly six ~
years, To escape death, the resourceful Spaniard learned all 4
that he could from the Indians--their language, their habits, 3
and their lore. During this time De Vaca and three of iiis com-

panions journeyed west. His fame as a medicine man won food and

protection for them, Finally in 1536 the survivors came upon a

Spanish slave-hunting expedition near the Gulf of California in

the state of Sonora, Mexico, then called Kew Spain,lb

On July 24, 1536, Cabeza de Vaca and his party reached nMexico
City carrying exaggerated tales of the wonders they had seen,

They lighted the fires of avarice for the treasures of 'Cibola,!
the seven cities of gold, 'El Gran Quivera' which lured to the
north several exploring parties, the most famous and significant
of which was led by the Spanish adventurer, Coronado, in 1540~1542,

nScouting parties from the Coronado expedition traveled as far
west as the Grand Canyon, north to the plains of Kansas, across
the Arkansas River, and back and forth over the vast Texas terri- T
tory."15 At first the Indians were peaceful and friendly, with ;
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the exception of the Zuni--and they received the Spaniards without
hostility--but their frisndiiness soon turncd o hairsd and fear
due to thc exploitation and greed of the explorers., Many Spaniards,
who returned to Mexico empty-handed with only interesting tales,

a few buffalo and no gold, left behind them a heritage of fear
and hatred for the white man, This hatred, which was reinforced
during subsequent meetings with Europeans, plagued both Spaniards
and the English who immigrated at a later date,until the final
subjugatior of the Indians some seventy-five years ago, However,
Spanish horses which were left behind developed into the wild
herds that transformed the lives of the plains Indians and made
them formidable obstacles to the ssttlement of the west by Anglo
colonists from the east ccast,

"Despite the original papal decree and the best efforts of

Queen Isabella, the native Indians of Mexico were ruthlessiy
exploited by the Colonial government and the Spanish settlers.”
To obtain labor for their énterprises, the colonists at first

had recourse to two institutions: the institution of "slavery"
and the institution of "encomienda” or trusteeship, "The Spaniards
were familiar with slavery....They had recently sold into slavery
the entire population of the Canary Islands.... They were con-
fronted now with a new, unlimited slavery in which a human being
was treated as a mere commodity, to be sold to mines, sugar mills,
and farms, and to be used as an expendable resource.”

To receive Indians in “encomienda,® on the other hand, meant that
the "encomendero® or trustee received rights to tribute payments
and unrestricied personal services for a stipulated number of

Indians living in designated villages.

"Brutally enforced labor, a series of epidemics and various other
i1ls of the white man proved so fatal to the Indians that, within

a relatively few years after the arrival of the Spaniards, fewer
than five million (one-sixth to one-half of the original population)
were left, Many tribes disappeared entirely during this period.

it was not untii the latter part of the nineteenth century that

the Indian population of Mexico again reached the numbers which

are estimated to have lived there before the Spanieh Invasion, w17

To guard against the rise of combinations of power that could rival
the authority of the crown, the king divorced the right to receive
Indian tribute from the control of Indian labor. The Indians
were declared to be direct vassals cf the crown like the colonists
themselves; this did not mean than the Indians were to be free to
act as they liked, It did mean that no private person could lay
hands on Indians without prior license from the crown. The
Indians were to be royal wards under the contrel of crown officers.
"These officers would see to it that no Indian remained idle,
with satanic thoughts to plague his unoccupied mind,*18

S
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By 1510, the priests on Hispaniola--present-day Dominican Republic
and Haiti--had protested against the encomienda™ system so
sffectively that they were given permissiom by the Spanish crown
to change it. However, their leader, Pedro de Cordova, who had
been one of the leaders agajnst the fncomienda system, refused to
take on the task of remedying the evils through a new system,

"He elected instead to propagate the faith through a mission
plan, whereby the Indians were to be segregated in missions and
so protected from exploitation by the ruthless Spanish landowners
and the military, However well-intended, this plan resulted in
the firm establishment of Catholicism in Latin America and ulti-
mately in the overthrow of Spanish rule, since the revolutions
in the early nineteenth century were led by priests who aligned
themsslves with the matives against the Catholic hierarchy and
the colonial goverument."19

While Lower, or Baja California was discovered by a sailing
expedition headed by Diego Bezerra de Mendoza in 1533, credit for
the discovery of Alta California is given to Juan Rodriquez Cabrilio.
a Portuguese navigator sailing under the flag of Spain and seeking

a passage to the coast of Asia. On September 28, 1542, "two ships
pitched and rclled along their uncertain way from Mexico made a
brave sight as they swept in upon the smooth waters of San Diego

Bay and dropped their anchors under the shelter of Point Loma.

They were the first ships that ever rested on those waters..."

Additional coastal voyages of exploration were made from time to
time, but the conditions were very hazardous and the crews suffered
severely from scurvy, Bad weather, the discouragements of finding
nothing of value, and the hostility of the Indian tribes along

the central coastal areas discouraged for over a hundred and fifty
years further attempts to explore and settle the territory which
was then thought to be an island. California "wag named for
Califia, a legendary Amazonian-type queen described in Garcia
Ordonez de Montalvo's story, Las Sergas de Esplandian, written

in Madrid in 1510. According to his historian Herrera, the name
California was bestowed by Cortes himsell when he visited Santa Cruz
(now La Paz, at the tip of Baja Californ f) in 1535 and attempted
unsuccessfully to found a colony there."

During the tifty years that followed the discovery of the New World,
the Spaniards accomplished many amazing things: They explored

the shores of the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexicos Balboa
crossed the Istimus of Panama and discovered the great ocean that
lay beyond the Americas; Cories conguered the Aztecs; Pizarro

took Cusco, the capital of the Inca Fapire, and secured for Spain
all of Andean South Americs; they explored the major rivers of
South America and settled in hundreds of places from Mexico in

the north to Paraguay in the south.
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Colonial Period--1521-1821

1The earliest permanent borderland settlements were founded in

New Mexico by a Spaniard, Juan de Onate, who had become wealthy
from silver holdings in Zacatecas. Bringing some four hundred
settlers, hundreds of 'carretas' loaded with supplies, and thou-
sands of head of livestock, de Onate made his way up to the Pueblo
area near the head waters of the Rio Grande in present-day nor-
thern New Mexico., There he established a series of settlements
around a chain of missions. Wiped out by hostile Indians less
than a hundred years after their founding, many of the settle-
ments were re-established twelve years later and still exist today.

nExplorations and setilements in Arizona owed their modest

existence to a remarkable explorer-priest, Fr. Eusebio Francisco Kino,
who was born at Trent in the Austrian Tyrol in 1640, After joining
the Jesuit Order, he came to Mexico in 1680 and was sent in 1683

on a voyage to Bsja California. In 1687, fr. Kimo founded the
mission Nuestra Senora de los Dolores, about 120 miles south of
present-day Tucson., He established three others in the same area

during the next three years.

"On coming to Mexico, Fr. Kino, a trained map maker, had decided
that California was a peninsula, but accounts of de Onate's

New Mexico expedition of 1604-1605 cast doubt on this theory.

Fr. Salvatierra, another Jesuit charged with establishing a chain
of missions in Baja California, also believed that it was an
jsland., Between 1693 and the time of his death at 71 in 1711,
among the Pima Indians, Fr. Kino made more than fifty different
explorations, developing maps of such detail and accuracy that
they were not improved on for more than a hundred years. He
demonstrated conclusively that "California mo es Ysla"-— California
was not an island--and the coasts of Asia lay many thousands of

miles away,

nSpanish settlements in Texas, begun in the seventeenth century,
were never of any great significance because of effective resis-
tance by hostile Indians, It was the first of the territories

to attract enough English settlers to wrest control from the
Spaniards, and in 1836, it broke away as an independent territory
after the Spanish government had been succeeded by a weak Mexican
coalition headed at that time by the arrogant Santa Anna,"22

1., The Settlement of California--1697-1848

After the defeat of the Spanish Armada by the British in 1588,
Spain's strength as a world power declined--not even the
tremendous wealth which flowed steadily from ®New Spain" could
support the costs of maintaining the government or shoring up
inept rulers, In contrast, England's pcwer steadily increased:
she established colonies on the Atlantic scaboard which threat=-
ened Spain's control of the New World; her privateering ships,
commanded by daring captains, became increasingly effective

12
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in waylaying and capturing the cargoes of treasure ships and
galleons on their return trip from the Philippines.,

"From the time of Prince Henry the Navigator, Portugal had
controlled the Indian Ocean and the trade routes around the

tip of Africa, so that Spain's best route lay across the
Pacific and around her colonies in Cenmtral and South Americacss.
The prevailing winds carried these ships eastward across the
Pacific to a point of land midway up the coast of what is

now California. This territory, however, had been claimed

for England by Sir Francis Drake in 1579 when he had landed

in what is called Drake's Bay, north of present-day San Francisco,
and raised ihe English flag, naming the area New Albion. -
Other explorers movifig west across Canada threatened to
strengthen England's claim to the land along the Pacific coast,

"An additional threat was posed by Russia. Following Bering's
explorations, the Russians established fur posts along the
coast of Alaska and the Aleutian Islands and were ranging
farther down the coast in search of the valuable sea oiter,

wPhus it was that, more than 200 years after Cabrillo's
original voyages of discovery, Spain and the Spanish colonial
government decided that it would be expeditious to set up
permanent colonies along the California coast, The idea of
establishing refitting stations for the Philippine galleons
after their long voyage across the Pacific was far from new;
but the threat of loss of the entire Califorrnia territory to
the British or the "Muscovites" was reguired to make the idea

a reality.

wBetween 1697 and 1769, the year of the founding of San Diego
de Alcala, eighteen missionrs were established on the peninsula
of Baja California--all but one by the Jesuit order. Mission
Loreto, founded in 1697 by Fr. Salvatierra, was the political
and ecclesiastical capitol of both Lower and Upper California
until 1824. Unfortunately the Jesuits lost favor with the
Spanish colonial government, partly because of their efforts
and pressures for educating the natives; they were succeeded
by friars of the Dominican and Franciscan orders, headed by
the remarkable Franciscan, Fr. Junipero Serra, & native of

Majorca.

nA dispatch from Spain to the viceroy of the colonial govern=
ment in Mexico, Carlos Francisco de Croix, was passed on to
the governor of Lower Calfiornia, Gaspar de Portola, warning
against Russian attempts to take over Alta California and
directing him to take appropriate action to frustrate those
attempts. An expedition was planned from the presidio at
Loreto, in Lower California, to establish a new presidio at
Monterey. Sanction for this expedition was given by de Croix,
the Viceroy, toc Father Serra and the Spanish !'visitador
(inspector general) Jose de Galvez de Malaga, who had been

gsent to Mexico in 1761.
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¥Galvez and Fr. Serra completed their plans at a meeting in
Santa Ana, Mexico, on October 31, 1768, and early the following
year four expeditions, two by sea and two by land, set out for
Monterey, The first land expedition was led by Captain Rivera
y Moncada, accompanied by the Franciscan priests, ¥rs, Crespi
and Lasuen. The second was led by Governor Portola himself,

_ a Catalan officer of dragoons who was at the time forty-seven

4 years old, Accompanying the second division was Fr. Junipero

3 Serra, president of the new establishment....

- Founding “The mission San Carlos Borromeo de Monterey, with its presidio,
of the was consecrated by Fr. Serra on July 9, 1770 on a beach near
Missions in Vizcaino's oak, the second in the zhain of what ultimately
California consisted of 21 missions along the coast of Alta California,

from San Diego to Sam Francisco. The founding of the mission

and presidic chain culminated 235 years of effort on the part

of Spain to gain éontrol of the Californias. The missions

E were the major support of the Spanisl colonial effort which

3 also included four presidios at San Diego, Santa Barbara,
Monterey, and San Francisco, and three pueblos, or villages,

of which only two, San Jose and Los Angeles, survived,"<

2. The Founding of San Diego (See Footnote 2l)

; Cabrillo Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo brought his two little ships out of .
a storm into the sheltered waters of San Diego Bay on Septezber 28,
1542, "San Miguel®™ was the name given to this harbor discovered

) : by Ca.brill-’.) °

Naming of The name San Miguel remained for sixty years until the next
San Diego white man dropped anchor inside the shelter of Point Loma,
Don Sebastian Viscaino characteristically overlooked the name
: bestowed upon this landmark by Cabrillo and renamed it San Diego.
3 It was 167 years after Viscaino's visit to San Diego before
; the white men again came, This time, however, the white men
came to stay., Two expeditions set out from Mexico, one by

land and one by sez,

Among the members of the land party was one in the robes of

a Franciscan who was destined to become California's patron

saint. Father Junipero Serra arrived in San Diego on July 1, 1769,
to meet the two ships of the sea expedition and the advance

group of the land party.

0ld Town On a hill which now cvsriooks Old Town and the wesisra snd
of Mizsion Valley, in little over two weeks rude earthworks
were thrown up around a nucleus of a presidio or fort; houses
that were little more than huts were hastily constructed,
The largest one was selected as the first mission in California.
This settlement became the birthplace of civilizatiocn on the
Pacific Coast of the United States om July 16, 1769.




D, Mexican Period--1821-1872

Mexico's Among the external influences for Mexico's independence movement

Revolution from Spain were the examples of the American and French revolu-

of tions. However, the Mexican struggle did not begin as an urban

Independence movement emanating from the capital, but rather began in the heart
of the mining region of Queretaro. In its initial phase, it was
almost a racial war waged by the mass of Indians aud mestizos
against the Spaniards.,

The uprising, which had the fervor of a crusade, was led by
Migael Hidalgo ¥ Costilla, a priest in the small village of
Dolores near Queretaro, Mexico. On September 16, 1#30, Hidalgo
raisei the standard of revolt against Spain, demanding Creole
supremacy and the abolition of Indian tributes and caste distinc-
tions. "El Grito de Dolores® (the ery of revolt) drew an immediate
response from the country people. Soon Hidalgo "commanded a
great mob of Indians and mestizos, with whose aid he took the
provincial capital of Guansjuato. His success, however, was
short-lived, Handicapped by incapable leadership and lack of
organization, the rebela were no match for the less numerous but
better disciplined loyal troops.*25 The rebels were defeated
early in 1811, and Hidalgo was captured, defrocked, and executed.

The uprising led by Hidalgo sparked the revolution which ended
in 1821, with the establishment of a Mexican "empire under
Augustin de Iturbide, a Creold ex-officer in the Spanish army.
In 1823, the empire became a republic.

Each year, the 16th of September is celebrated as Mexico's
independence day; the Hidalgo is honored as nthe father of

independence.™
Aftermath “he Constitution of 1824 embodied the federal principle of govern-
of the ment; however, it was launched by well-meaning but inadequate
Revolution presidents and former military heroes, A series of presidents

followed each other in rapid succession during the following
thirty years., Centralists replaced Federalists; monarchism again
raised its head; finally, Santa Amma, with his bravado and his
corrupting hold on the army, became dictator. A foreign war
oslied forth patriotism unexcelled, Santa Anna fell, discredited
his own selfishness and by the loss of Texas and California
in 1848. The republican constitution was again restored and the
Indian Juarez arose to shame selfish politicians.

% Greole: A white person descended from early Spanish settlers
of Mexico.
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Benite “Benito Juarez, a full-blooded Indian, was born of poor parents in
duarez a small Zapotec village near Oaxaca. While still a child, Juarez
went to work for a wealthy family in Oaxaca and so aroused the
interest of his employer that he was given unusual opportunities
V to obtain an education. He first entered a seminary but discarded
3 that vocation in order to study law; at the age of twenty~-three
3 he began his political career, Juarez eventually becace president
3 of Mexico in 1858 after the defection of president Comonfort,
: but his presidential career was stormy. ‘

Due to domestic instability and political corruption, Mexico
found herself deeply in debt to foreign governments. Juarez
recognized these debts and pledged his government to pay them,
but Mexico's credit was gone. In October, 1861, France, England
and Spain made san agreement to seize and hold the entry ports of
. Mexico until their claims were satisfied, However, Napoleon III
; had other plans; he proceeded to sake Mexico a French "empire,”
¥aximilian, setting up the Austrian Maximilian as Emperor, whereupon Englard
Emperor of and Spain withdrew from Mexico,

_ Mexico

2 wIn a battle on May 5, 1862, at the city of Puebla, mid-way
between Vera Cruz and Mexico City, the Mexican troops of Juarez
defeated the French forces of Maximilian.... Ironically, the
victory of Juarez's forces under Diaz and Zaragosa at Puebla was
only the beginning of the fight against Maximilian, vho was not
finally overthrown until five years later.®

ok o vttt g s

Constitutional After Maximilian's ultimate defeat and execution, the republican
Government and federal form of government was re-established in Mexico;
Re-established Juarez became president and served a short and stormyterm which

3 ended with his sudden death in 1872. A former colleague and

: prominent general in the Mexican army, Porfirio Diaz, succeeded

5 to the presidency and held the post until he was deposed in 1911.

E. The Southwest--1821-1900

From the original settlement of California im 1770 to the change
from Spanish to Mexican control in 1821, the area had been rela-
tively undivided: vast land-holdings had been allocated to the
missions to oe held in trust for the Indians, and a few grants of
1and had been given to soldiers under Portola and Fages. The
California beginning of Mexican rule in 1821 witnessed more than 700 allo-
Ranchos cations of land for ranchos to California settlers, including
land from the missions which were expropriated in 1834 by
Governor Pio Pico. The 25-year period of Mexicen rule from 1821
to 1848 represents the full flowering of the California ranchoce,

Mexican=- "In 1846, a movement in northern California, encouraged if not
American actually initiated by representatives of the United States govern-
War ment, resulted ia the establishment of an independcat government

of Californians and the raising of the first Bear Flag in Caiifcrnia.
Disputes over Texas and other border problems led to armed clashes
petween forces c¢f the United States and Mexico.
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®Shortly thereafter the United States navy captured the Mexican
Gulf city of Vera Cruz. Santa Anna was decisively defeated au
Cerro Gordo and General Scott, with greatly superior forces,
entered Mexico City on September 18, 1847.

"Peace was formally re-established under the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, concluded on February 2, 1848, By this treaty the

Rio Grande was fixed as the southern boundary of Texas, thus

ending the dispute which was credited with being the cause of the
conflict. All of the territory north of an irregular line extending
from El Paso, by way of the Gila River to the Pacific Occan, was
ceded to the United States.

"In return, the United States paid Mexico $15,000,000, assumed all
claiws of United States citizens against Mexico, and guaranteed
certain rights and privileges to the Mexican citizens then living
north of the newly established border. The guarantees included
the honoring of land titles and claims, and full rights as citizens
of the United States if, after one year, they elected to remain
instead of moving south of the newly-defined border." 28

The American citizenship granted in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
proved to be of a second-class variety, "People with Spanish
names were often discouraged or even prevented from voting, Rarely
did they hold office, except in New Mexico and (California).

Public services were often less than public as far as they were
concegned° justice was sometimes unequal for people (with Spanish
names), "<’

In addition, there was the imposition of heavy taxes on the land
held by the former Mexican citizens by the government of the
United States, exorbitant interest charges on loans, and misunder-
standings created by the casual business practices of the Mexican
rancheros, to whom a verbal agreement was binding. Morecover,
troubles were already being experienced through the failure of

the United States Land Claims Commission to honor the somewhat
vague terms under which the land owners had held title under
earlier Spanish and Mexican govermments. During relatively few
years, many prominent Spanish-speaking families lost their lands
and wealth. "A handful managed to hold on to their land for a

few years but even they were wiped out when a disastrous drought

in the early 1860's destroyed the hope that fertunes might thereby
be recouped. By the time of the coming of the railroad in 1869,
and during the years thereafter, virtually all of the land of
southern California had passed into the hands of Yankee speculators
who uszd it as the means for making fortunes in the land boom

of the 1880's,n30

"The American conquesi of the Spanish-speaking people in the
Southwest must be understood primarily in psychological terms,
all the more so because they had not put up a real struggle.
They had never found out for sure just what they could do, given
a chance.... The Anglos brought in the vague promise, and
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gometimes the reality, of civil rights unknown to the people i},
before; they sometimes established schools for children who :
certainly would have remained illiterate; they brought new kinds
¢f explcyment in their railrcads, mines, and industries. It was
quite clear from the beginning, however, which group was in
control, ">l

F. The 1900!'s--Mexico angd the Southwest

Diaz Diaz's long periocd of dictatorship in Mexico was marked by overtly

Regime in good relations with foreign governments, apparent domestic stabil-

Mexico ity and peacefulness. "Under the placid surface, however, Mexico
was a seething cauldron of bitterness and incipient revolt. Diaz
made repeated concessicns to foreign business interests, primarily
those of the United States, by which Mexico's natural resources
and industrial potential were exploited. He revoked the 'ejido! §
plan under which peasants held comaunal lands which they were ;
allowed to farm. He at least tolerated the reascendance of the

vAwy TR

£ e,

v
dntann 3L
*

Catholic lay clergy whose corruption and selfishness hed led .
earlier to constitutional prohibitions aimed at abolishing the %
wealth and power which over the centuries had been coacentrated g -

in the hands of the clerical leaders,"32 z

He favored the landed aristocracy who surrounded and supported -
him by passing & land law in 1894 which so disenfranchised small 3
landowners that by 1910, 96.9 percent of the rural heads of )
families owned no land at all. .
fdexican Tpe revoluticn which began in 1910, and brought about the ousting 2
Revoluition of Diaz, was also an attempt to end the corruption so prevalent ?
of 1910 during his reign. A period of turmoil followed during which a e;

series of unstable governments tried and failed to win support,
ending frequently with the assassination of the nominal president.
Mexico was in chaos: bands of revolutionaries terrorized the
country and eventually degenerated into bandit groups; the middle :
class and some of the wealthy landowners fled the country, a f
majority emigrating into the United States. |

¢
RN C0rens ) FATD
. .

A history of "bad relations between the United States and Mexico
dated back to the early in-migration of Yankees into California, .
the Texas revolt, the Mexican War and subsequent failure of the L. .
United States government to protect the rights of former Mexican ;
citizens. Hostility, intensified by the exploitation of the masses s
for the benefit of foreign interest during the Diaz regime, hecame 5
openly expressed hatred of the United States when a pwnitive ‘
expedition of 12,000 troops was sent into Mexico under Gerieral
Pershing to capture and punish Pancho Villa, a Mexican rebel
leader, for the massacre of 18 American miners at Santa Isabel in

January, 1916. 33 '
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®Shortly thereafter the United States navy captured the Kexican
Gulf city of Vera Cruz. Santa Anna was decisively defeated at
Cerro Gordo and General Scott, with greatly superior forces,
entered Mexico City on September 18, 1847.

“Peace was formally re-established under the Trealy of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, concluded on February 2, 1848, By this treaty the

Rio Grande was fixed as the southern boundary of Texas, thus

ending the dispute which was credited with being the cause of the
conflict. Ali of the territory north of an irregular line extending
from El Paso, by way of the Gila River to the Pacific Ocean, was
ceded to the United States.

"In return, the United Stzies paid Mexico $15,000,000, assumed all
claims of United States citizens against Mexico, and guaranteed
certain rights and privileges to the Mexican citizens then living
north of the newly established border. The guarantees included
the honoring of land titles and claims, and full rights as citizens
of the United States if, after one year, they elected to remain
instead of moving south of the newly-defined border." 28

The American citizenship granted in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
proved to be of a second-class variety. "People with Spanish
names were often discouraged or even prevented from voting. Rarely
did they hold office, except in New Mexico and (California).

Public services were often less than public as far as they were
concerned; justice was sometimes unequal for people (with Spanish

names)."

In addition, there was the imposition of heavy taxes on the land
held by the former Mexican citizens by ths govermnment of the
United States, exorbitant interest charges on loans, and misunder-
standings created by the casual business practices of the Mexican
rancheros, to whom a verbal agreement was binding. Moreover,
troubles were already being experienced through the faiiure of

the United States Land Claims Commission to honor the somewhat
vague terms under which the land owners had held title under
earlier Spanish and Mexican governments. During relatively few
years, many prominent Spanish-speaking families lost their lands
and wealth., "A handful managed to hold on to their land foi a

Zew years but even they were wiped out when a disastrous drovght

in the early 1860's destroyed the hope that fortunes might thereby
be recouped. By the time of the coming of the railroad in 1869,
and during the years thereafter, virtually all of the land of
southern California had passed into the hands of Yankee speculators
who used it as the means for making fortunes in the land boom

of the 1880's,"30

"Phe American conquest of the Spanish~-speaking people in the
Southwest must be understood primarily in psychological terms,
all the more so because they had not put up a real struggle.
They had never found cut for sure just what they could do, given
a chance.... The Anglos brought in the vague promise, and
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-Then came the stock market crash of 1929 and the subsesguent

The mass emigration fram Mexico to the United States durirg the
revolutionary period was greatly accelerated by the demand for
agricultural labor during World War I, More than a million
Mexicans emigrated to the United States between 1910 and 1930.

economic depression,

With thousands on the relief roles of Los Angeles, welfare personnel
and governmert officials decided that one solution to the domestic
problem was to send back to Mexico those aliens who had come in
during the boom days,since now they were not needed and were
currently swelling the demand for relief funds.

Another bitter example of poor Msxican-American relations grew

out of the strike-breaking methods of farm owners in the Imperial
Valley during an unsuccessful attempt in the late 1920's and 30's
to organize Mexican-American farm workers into agricultural unions.

"To organize such violence was, among others, one of the purposes
of the Associated Faimers, constituted in 1934 'to foster and
encourage respect for and to maintain law and order, to promote
the prompt, orderly and efficient administration of justice! and
to assist employers in securing the undisturbed picking and
transportation of their crops. The Associated Farmers, a state-
wide organization, was joined by local committees of farmers and
their retainers who during the emergencies practically enforced
the dictates of the labor buresus. Behind the Associated Farmers
and the vigilante committees there stood the less conspicuous
federations, whose leadership was in close touch through inter-
locking directorates that extended their lines of communication

into every major power center in the state.

"The enforcers were unquestionably successful in keeping the
labor pool under control and wages on the level, The 1928 strike
of the Confederacion de Uniones Obreras (Confederation of Labor
Unions) was defeated by arrests and deportations. The threatened
loss of the melon crop in the Imperial Valley 'led the local
authorities,! as Professor Robert Glass Cleland noted, 'to use
extra-constitutional methods in dealing with strikers.! The
cotton strike of 1933 was hroken by organized violence. In Lodi
the angry farmers, literally up in arms, declared themselves
against trial by jury in labor litigation 'as reminiscent of
medievalism' and a pastime for boneheads. In Brawley in 1934 a
meeting of workers was invaded by pelice officers who attacked
with tear gas and clubs, Sheriff's deputies and specizl guards
numbering more than 40O put down the 1936 strike in Orange County.
The Filipinos in Salinas were overwhelmed by mass violence and
backstage maneuvers, The Mexican strikers in Santa Paula werse
evicted in 1941 in large numbers and their places given to dust
bowl refugees, Professor Cleland sumarized his view of wage
controls and their enforcement tersely, He wrote in 1947:
1California's industrial agriculture can exhibit all the customary
weapons....gas, goon squads, propaganda, bribery.*'®
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With the outbreak of World War IX, young Mexican-Americars enlisted
in the armed forces in great numbers and served with notable
distinction, "Seventesn Congressional Medals of Honor were

awarded to Mexican-Americans, more than to any other group in

terms of their proportional representation in the total population."35

In contrast to the heroic deeds of Mexican~Americans in uniform,
aniother element of the ethnic group caused a sensation in the
United States. "Trouble broke out in Los Angeles in 1943 when
servicemen on leave engaged in a series of fights with so-called
nzoot-suiters," young Mexican-Americans who affected an extreme
style of dress characterized by tight-cuffed trousers, long,
draped coats, and duck-tail haircuts. Whatever "the imitial
provocation, the police made little effert to intervene, and the
local press published inflammatory articles during a week of
rioting characterized by increasingly unwarranted attacks on any
young person who might be of Mexican descent. Merauding gangs of
servicemen and Anglo civilians roamed through the barrios, destroy-
ing property, beating up Mexican-Americans without provocaticn,
and venting their hatred on what were described as 'delinquents
and slackers,®

nj protest from the Mexican government to the United States State
Department finally resulted in establishment of military control
and the end of the riots, Respectable citizens who had been
caught up in the mass hysteria were so shocked at themselves and
their fellow citizens that a counter-wave of concern for the
welfare of the Mexican-American population developed., Since that
time there have been continuous inpro;gmcnts in relations, but
the aftermath of bitterness lingers."
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UNIT II: FAMOUS MEXICANS IN EARLY CALIFORNIA HISTORY

“Much of early California history is embodied in the lives and
exploits of its most famous citizens, The following list of
personalities is illustrative of the type of Mexican citizens who
were prominent in political, economic, and cultureal facets

of the early California community. The origin of these people

was quite diverse: some came from Spain, a few from South America,
and many from Mexico; however, the majority were born in California,
which was at that time a territory governed by Mexico. In spite
of their varied background, they had one element in common-~they
were all Mexican citizens and after 1848, citizens of the United
States, Their importance in the cormunity was not completely
eclipsed with the change of government; some played a vital part

in drafting the first constitution and in the pioneer politics of
the new State of California.l

A, Juan Bautista Alvarado

Juan Bautista Alvarado was born in Monterey, California, on
February 14, 1809, He was a central figure in California
history for several years, With the help of Jose Castro,
Alvarado led the rebellion which usurped California territorial
governorship from Governor Gutierrez, Alvarado was elected
revolutionary governor of California from December 7, 1836, to
July 9, 1837. He became constitutional governor by Mexican
appointment in August of the same year and held the post of

- governor of California until December 31, 1842, Alvarado died
July 13, 1882,

B. Iais Antonio Arguello

Luis Antonio Arguelio was born in San Francisco in 1784, He
became commandant of California in 1805 and led an expedition

to the Columbia River, Arguello was the first provisional
governor of California chosen by election and also the first
native of the area to hold that post from 1822-1825, Don luis,
as a military officer and governor, left an excellent record

of honesty, ability and popularity. He often disregarded the
letter of Spain and Mexican laws in favor of what he believed

to be the welfare of his country and never for his own interests,
He died in San Francisco in 1830,

Ce Santiago Arguello

R U500 i (1 SULALTIN R Nallicoaxd Sahiaid

Santiago Argueilo was born in Monterey, California, in 1791,
Hz served as paymaster of the Spanish garrison in San Diego
in 1818, and later, in 1836, was made alcalde (mayor) of

that city, From 1827 to 1835, his military career vas very
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= active under Mexican rule; in 1829 he was granted the Tia
: Juana Ranche by the Mexican government and in 1846 was given
2 the lands which had belonged to the San Diego Mission,

During the Mexican War, however, he favored the American
cause and gave aid to the Americans, He died on his Tia
Juana ranch in 1862,
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D. Juan Bandini

Juan Bandini was born in Lima, Peru, in 1800 and was also edu=-
cated there, Bandini's public 1life began in 1827 as a member
of the diputacion; from 1828 to 1832 he was subcomisario of
revenues at San Diego. Don Juan's early years of political
life were not in any way creditable. Later, however, he
espoused the United States cause, furnished supplies for
Stockton's batallion, was offered the collectorship, and named
as a member of the legislative council in 1847, He became
Alcalde (mayor) of San Diego in 1848, He performed honestly
and efficiently the duties of his various official positions,
Juan Bandini was one of the most noted of the Californians

E of his day, and was an eloquent spzaker ard fluent writer. He
: died in Los Angeles in 1859,

E. Jose Raimundo Carrillo

- Jose Raimundo Carrillo was the founder of the Carrillo family
in California. In 1769 he came to California as a soldier and
soon rose to the rank of captain., His early military services
4 in California were at Santa Barbara and Monterey; he did noi
arrive in San Diego until 1806, He became commandant cf the
San Diego Presidio from 1807-9 and was buried on Presidio Hill
on November 10, 1809,

F, dJose Antonio Estudillo

iy e i i

Jose Antonio Estudillo was born in Monterey in 1805. A few

3 years after arriving in San Diego he was granted the Otay Rancho

. : jn 1829 by the Mexican government, From 1836 to 1838 he was

3 mayor and later a judge in San Diego. He remained neutral
during the Mexican War and became the first Assessor of San
Diego County in the new state of California,

g G. Miguel De Pedroena

Don Miguel Pedrorena, a native of Spain, arrived in San Diego
g in 1838, In 1845 he married Mario Antonia Estudillo, daughter
“ 4 of Jose Antonio Estudillic, During the Mexican War of 1846,

% Miguel de Pedrorena favored the American side, From 1847 to
1848 he served as Collector of Customs in San Diego and in
Monterey., On March 21, 1850, Miguel de Pedrorena died in

3 ' San Diego.
H. Pio Pico

Pio Pico was born in San Gabriel in 1801, and moved to Sanr Diego
after the death of his father in 1819, He was the leader of
the southern opposition to Governor Victoria., He later was

g a member of the 1839-41 junta which protested against Monterey's
7 - claims as the capital of California. In 1341 he was granted
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the Santa Margarita and lLas Flores ranchos by the Mexican gov-
ernment, In 1842, he was supposed to have plotted in favor
of having England take over California, On the downfall of
Micheltorena in 1845, Pio Pico, having taken some part in the
campaign, became temporary governor. His office was confirmed
in Mexico and he served in this capacity from 1845 to 1846,
Pic Pico was the last Mexican governor of California before
California became part of the United States,

Mariano Guadalupe Vallejc

Marianc Guadalupe Vallejo was born in Monterey, California in
1808, He entered the military service in 1823 and in 1834

was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, He was sent as comisio-
nado to secularize Solano mission, and was granted the Petaluma
rancho in northern California by the Mexican Government. Iu
1835 he founded Sonoma, and was made director of colonization

on the ncrthern frontier, engaging also in Indian campzigns,

In 1849, after the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Vallzjo became

a member of the constitutional convention and, in i850, a member
of the first state senate of California,

25

e e ke bt




Unit II--Footnotes

1., The biocgraphical information for this unit was adapted from William C.
Smythe's History of San Diego—1542-1907, pp. 161-177.




UNIT IIT:  MEXICAN IMMIGRATION INTO THE UNITED STATES

A, Historical Survey

Brief Historical Overview

"Migration from Mexico is deeply rooted in the past., It follows
trails which are among the most ancient on the North American con-
tinent. Psyechologically and culturally, Mexicans have never emi-
grated to the Southwest: they have returned., In many cases, they
have returned for the second, third, fourth or fifth time, It is
altogether possible that there are immigrants from Sonora now living
in Los Angeles whose grandparents or great-grandparents once lived
in the old pueblo or who, as Sonora miners, made the long trek to
the goldfields,"t

"The story of Mexican-Americans in this country is in large measure
the story of immigrants and their children and childrens' children.
In 1960, the number of persons who were born in Mexico or were of
Mexican or mixed percentage totaled more than 1.7 million; and they
accounted for 45 percent of the Mexican-American population of

3.8 million, The remainder were the descendants of still earlier
immigrants and of the original settlers of Hispano-Mexican origin,
whe became citizens when the Southwest territories were incorporated
into the United States."? (Chart A)

Five Five main factors have characterized the immigration of Mexican
Factors citizens into the United States,

of

Mexican First, Mexican immigration occurred comparatively late in United

Immigration States history. While BEuropeans had made their presence known for
many years, the first significant wave of recorded immigration from
Mexico for presumably continuous residence did not begin before
1910, This was just about the time when total world immigration
into the United States had reached its pezk and started to decline.
Again, during the twenties, and later after World War II, the
nunber of immigrants from Mexico has been conspicuously greater
than at any other time, Refer to Table 1, pg. 31.

Second, there has been considerable variety among the types of
Mexican immigrants: legal immigrants who may be seasoned agricul=-
tural werkers; others who commute daily to their jobs in the United
States while residing in Mexico; daily or short-term visitors,
vacationers or businessmen from Mexico; and, of course, the immi-
grant who is desirous of pemmanent residency in the United States,
= Not. to be overlooked, however, is the large number of illegal
’{. immigrants who cross the border in search of greater economic
opportunity in the United States,

'r] Third, the intensity of the immigration from Mexico has appeared
1 to be abnormally great primarily because it has been concentrated
during the three previously mentioned periods of time rather than
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Source: Grebler, Leo, Mexican Immigration to the United States: The
Record and Its Implications, p. 2.




consistent during the total period from 1910 o the present.

Fourth, our land boundary, which is approximately 1,600 miles long
~nd devoid of unusual geographic and man-made obstacl es,makes
complete security from illegal entry impossible, Common terms
such as "border jumper" and "wetback" are indications of the fre-
quency of these informal migrations across the border, The term
"border jumper" is self-explanatory; however, the name "wetback,"
which also denotes an illegal Mexican immigrant, derives from the
fact that many times these aliens swim or wade across the Rio
Grande River and upon entering the United States have wet

clothing.
TABLE 1

i !
NUMBER OF MEXICAN~-IMMIGRANTS COMPARED WITH AL1, IMMIGRANTS,
FIVE-Y£AR PERIODS, 1900-1964

Mexican
Period a/ Mexj.cank/ Total as ¢ of Total
1900-1904 2,259 3,255,149 .07
1905=1909 21,732 L4947 4,239 »hds
1910-1914 82,588 5,174,701 1.60
1915-1919 91,075 1,172,679 7.77
1920-1924 249,248 2,774,600 8.98
1925-1929 238, 527 1,520,910 15.68
1930~193% 19,200 426,953 4,50
1935-193¢ 8,737 272,422 3.21
1940-1944 16,548 203,589 8.13
1945-1949 37,7h2 653,019 5.78
1950~1954 78,723 1,099,035 7.16
1955-1959 21y, Th6 1,:,00,233 15.34
1960-1964 217,827 1,419,013 15.35

a/ Fiscal Years

b/ Classified by country of birth, except for the periods 1935~
1939 and 1940-1944 in which the data refer to Mexico as the
country of last permanent residence, This classification had
to be adopted because the reports for several years in these
periods do not furnish data by country of birth, The statistics
for periods for which both classifications are reported indi-
cate that numerical differences are relatively small. The
"country of birth" classification was adopted here as the
basic cne not only because it is definitionally superior but
also because detailed characteristics of immigrants are
reported on this basis,

Grebler, ieo. Mexican Immigration tc the United States:
The Record and Its Implications, p. 8.

Source:

Annual Reports of the U,S, Immigration and
Naturalization Service and its predecessor
agencies,

Original Spu:rce:
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Fifth, the relative closeness of the two countries and ease of
immigration has produced a situation whereby the Mexican immigrant
is far less committed to h 3 new home than was his European counter-
part. If he is not satisfied with his lot in the United States,

he experiences little difficulty in returning to his native land.
Voluntary return to Mexico has been continuous; however, forced
return of Mexicans by United States authorities was concentrated
during two periods: the Depression years and "Operation Wetback,"

a deportation program launched by the Immigration and Naturalization

Service from 1954~1955.
The Period Before 1910

Under the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, executed on
February 2, 1848, at the close of the Mexican-American War, Mexico
ceded to the United States an enormous piece of land represented
by the present states of Califomia, Arizona and New Mexico. In
addition, the previous amnexation of Texas by the United States
was acknowledged by Mexico. All the people residing in this vast
territory were given a year to decide whether they wanted to move
into Mexico and retain their Mexican citizenship, or remain in
their homes and become citizens of the United States. Approximateiy
75,000 Spanish-speaking people chose to remain in the Southwest;
of this number about 7,500 were in California, 1,000 in Arizona,
450,000 in New Mexico and 5,000 in Texas. In addition to the
citizenship provisions, the treaty guaranteed the political and
property rights of the native residents, and also allowed them
freedom of choice in such matters as language and religion.3

The new citizens were divided socially by very sharp and distinct
class and status lines. The Spaniards who had previously held
importani positions in the church, government and military fomzd
the apex of the social pyramid. The large base was filled by the
Indian peons who had provided the manpower for the provincial
enterprises; while the Mexicans, the product of the mixture of
these twe races, found themselves placed sod ally between them.

The Mexicans became the soldiers, artisans and "vaqueros'—cowboys—-
on the land owned by the descendants of the earlier Spaniards.

They spoke a dialect of Spanish which was different frem that of
the patron, the Spanish landlord; they were usually illiterate,

and seldom allowed to occupy positions of importance in the society.
Many barriers existed so that marriage between a Spaniard and a
Mexican was unthinkable, Many of these prejudices exist today.

The first people to receive the news of the discovery of gold in
California in 1848 were the miners in Northern Mexico. By the
middle of the summer, 5,000 miners had left Sonora, Mexico, for
the California goldfields. They followed the old De Anza trail
to Yuma, crossed the Colorado and then proceeded to Los Angeles
by way of the San Gorgonio Pass., "Between 1848 and 1850, ten
thousand Sonorans passed through Los Angeles each spring and the
processions continued for several years.,"
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The Mexican miners tended to concentrate in the "southern" part
of the Sierras——in the counties of Calaveras, Tuolumne, Mariposa
and Stanislaus, and predominantly in the mining towm of Sonora
which was named for them. The Anglo-fmericans who arrived in
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i California later proceeded first to the northern and central perts
: of the range, but later moved into the already occupied southern
sections.

n3The Mexicans,! writes Walter Noble B